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A commitment to transparency has raised new challenges. Some parishioners are
questioning why public announcements are being made
about sexual abuse allegations
involving priests that have not
been substantiated or fully investigated by law enforcement.
Former and current parishioners have spoken in a
few media reports saying that
public announcements of
these allegations are a rush to
judgment.
The Diocese of Greensburg’s
policy is to the contact PA
ChildLine within 24 hours of
receiving an allegation and
contact the appropriate district attorney. The priest is
also removed from his place
of ministry and not permitted
to function in active ministry
pending the results of the investigation. A credible allegation is one that has a believable
narrative that fits the details of
person, place, date and time.
There are specifics that make
it impossible to disregard. It’s
something that any reasonable
person would say is plausible.
Bishop Edward C. Malesic
said, “Protecting children is a
top priority. We know how important our actions and level of
transparency are to survivors,
parishioners and clergy. That is
why we are making these public announcements. I understand how difficult dimensions
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